
JANE WANGECHI:  A PAIR OF 
HARDWORKING HANDS
Gifted  in  mobilizing   people  for a  noble cause,  Jane Wangechi Waiguru- a KWFT’s customer 
is  able  to  educate  her  children  to  very high levels,  through  successfully  strawberry  farming  

By  George Gichuki

Jane Wangechi’s fate seemed to 
have been sealed in 1992 when she 
dropped out of Kiaragana secondary 
school at form two because of lack 
of school fees.  It  was a very  painful  

experience  for her poor  parents who  had  
struggled to educate  her throughout  her 
ten years in  both  primary  and secondary  
schools. Eager to make their daughter 
economically independent, they enrolled 
her for a tailoring course at the local 
shopping centre. After completing her 
course, she got married in 1993. That was 
the beginning of her life as a farmer.

Her husband, Stephen Maina, was at that 
time working as a teacher in a private 
primary school. To supplement his stumpy 
salary, he engaged in horticultural farming 
in his small piece of land. That is how 
Wangechi learnt the ropes of agribusiness 
from him.

Venturing in Agribusiness 
After farming for over a decade with little 
returns, the mother of three decided to 
change her game plan. “You need to invest 
some capital in agribusiness so as to make 
meaningful returns,” she says.  “I therefore 
joined KWFT in 2006 through the Kiriti 
women group so as to access financing.” 
Every month, she would save Kshs.500 

with the bank.  The savings enabled her to 
borrow a loan of Kshs.25, 000 which she 
used to purchase a dairy cow. 

But her major breakthrough was when she 
started strawberry farming. “  Not   based  
on any scientific  facts,   many   farmers    
held  the  view  that strawberries  would  
not  perform   well  in  our  area   because  
of  the type  of    soil,” says Wangechi. “ 
Nevertheless,  I  decided  to   experiment  
with a few plants  from  a nearby  valley 
and  they  grew  to  maturity and  bore many  
fruits.”

This development motivated her to borrow 
another loan of Kshs.10, 000 from KWFT, 
which she used to purchase strawberry 
seedlings and other inputs like fertilizers. 
To start with, she planted 3,000 seedlings 
on a tiny portion of her farm and the harvest 
was good.  Consequently, she reserved 
three quarters of an acre for the profitable 
crop. Recently, she leased half an acre 
piece of land from her neighbor so as to 
scale up the lucrative business. “Per month, 
I make a good profit from strawberry 
farming which has enabled me employ one 
permanent person to assist me in the farm. 
I also engage at least six casual workers 
per month and I pay them handsomely,” 
Wangechi says.”

Wangechi is a real agribusiness lady 
who has diversified in other agribusiness 
ventures such as Green peas farming, 
Cabbages, Spinach and Kale Farming. She 
also keeps Cows that produce milk for her 
household and for sale, Goats and Sheep, 
Chicken and Rabbits that all supplement 
her income streams and helps feed her 
family healthy.  “Gone are the days when 
women would depend on their husbands 
for cash handouts,” she says. “There are 
many opportunities which they can seize 
in their endeavor to become economically 
independent – agribusiness is one of them.”  

Challenges
Strawberries are not very much consumed 
in the rural areas as they are considered 
as fruits for the high end market in the 
urban areas who frequent supermarkets as 
well as big open air markets among other 
outlets for shopping.  Since Wangechi is not 
able to access these direct markets easily, 
she has to sell through middlemen at low 
prices determined by them.  

She however thinks that one of the solution 
to this menace is through forming an 
association for the strawberry farmers to 
lobby for their interests. Better still, she has 
a vision to access direct market to supply to 
supermarkets by herself. 

In addition, strawberries are attacked by 
white flies which are very notorious pests 

.This mainly occurs during the dry seasons.  
Unfortunately, there are no pesticides in 
the market currently, to eliminate the white 
flies’ menace.

In the same token, all the local strawberry 
farmers rely on piped water from the nearby 
Sagana river to irrigate their farms. This is 
managed by a company which often rations 
the vital commodity to the detriment of 
farmers.

Main Story : The East Africa Microfinance Summit
KWFT SUCCESS STORY

Main Story : The East Africa Microfinance Summit
KWFT SUCCESS STORY

Horticulture produce are highly perishable 
and her animals are occasionally attacked 
and eaten by hyenas from the nearby Mitare 
forest.

Educating the children
As a loyal KWFT Member, Wangechi 
together with her husband’s support was 
able to mobilize many women to join KWFT. 
She continued to graduate from one loan 
amount to higher ones and for all the loans, 
her husband always guarantees her.

They have now been able to educate their 
three children through KWFT’s Elimu loan.  
Their first born, is a third year student 
at  Kagumo Teachers’ College, while the 
second born, is a second year student at 
Jaramogi Oginga Odinga University where 
she is pursuing a bachelors degree in 
Business Administration while the last 
born, is a form four student at Murang’a 
High school.

“I am a proud mother of these children who 
during the holidays assist me in the farming 
venture and also keeping of the sales 
records. Although I may not be wealthy as 
per people’s expectations, we are very proud 
to have invested in our children’s education 
who have done us proud by performing well 
in their education so far,”   she says happily. 
“Ever since their days in primary school, we 
have been paying their school fees with the 
assistance of KWFT.” 

KWFT Clean energy
Rural women spend a lot  of  time  looking  
for  firewood  to  prepare  food  for  their  
families. This leads to wastage of time as 
the precious commodity is nowadays scarce 
and also expensive. The practice leads 
to destruction of trees and it is therefore 
hazardous to the environment. Moreover, 
the smoke produced by firewood leads to 

breathing complications after sometimes.  
In  the same  regard,  most  households  in  
the   rural  areas  use  kerosene  lamps   for  
lighting which is not only  expensive,  but it 
pollutes the environment and families are 
forced to spend less time together in the 
evenings as they get uncomfortable with 
the dim light the emission of smoke from 
the kerosene lamps. 

Wangechi and her family were victims 
of this circumstance for a long time. In 
2013 however, a detailed research on the 
same was facilitated by KWFT and based 
on the findings, innovative, cost effective 
and environmentally friendly products for 
lighting and cooking in various homesteads 
were established.     

Wangechi immediately took up the Jiko 
Kisasa Single stove and a multipurpose jiko 
that uses as little as 1 or 2 firewood or very 
little charcoal to cook a family meal. She 
confesses that the jikos emit very minimal 
smoke if any and that they conserve heat 
which helps the food to cook fast giving 
her more room to engage in her farming 
business. “On average, I now buy 100 
kilogrammes of charcoal at Kshs.1,000 

which lasts for four months ever since I 
started using the efficient modern cooking 
stoves.” she affirms.

After attending a training programme 
organized by KWFT, she is now a renewable 
energy ambassador who helps market the 
KWFT energy saving cooking products to 
various clients and in return she is given a 
commission. As KWFT’s renewable energy 
ambassador, Wangechi has convinced 
many women in her community to install 
the solar lighting systems in their houses. 
She has also mobilized a number of women 
groups for the bank whose members have 
also benefited from the innovative clean 
energy products.

She has also installed a KWFT financed 
solar lighting system in her homestead 
which lights in 3 of her house’s major rooms 
every single night. The system has a panel, 
a rechargeable battery and three energy 
saving bulbs. “My children are now able to 
study very well during the night since there 
is no smoke, the light is adequate and bright 
enough and we don’t have to worry about 
kerosene depleting as the bulbs can stay on 
at night up to 8 hours.” she proudly says.  
“We also have less worry about our phones 
running out of charge since the same solar 
lighting system charges our phones and 
we charge for our neighbors at a fee. The 
enterprising mother makes extra money 
every time they charge their mobile phones 
at her home. “We no longer buy Kerosene 
or go to the nearby market to charge our 
phones at a fee.” notes Wangechi. 

Wangechi’s husband and children truly 
appreciates that she is a KWFT member. 
They confess that partnering with the bank 
has really uplifted their living standards and 
that what lies ahead is greater since they 
have a reliable financial partner. For them, 
her efforts are just a legacy that carries the 
family name.

Jane Wangechi fixing an overhead irrigation system in her strawberry farm.

Ripe strawberries.

Wangechi putting firewood in her single burner jiko kisasa.

The family’s mini home lighting system.
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